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PROGRAMME  DESCRIPTION 
 

¶ Established: October 1997 

¶ Location:  Juvenile Penitentiary Centre, Zaisan, Ulaanbaatar 

¶ Target Group: Boys incarcerated at the Childrenôs Prison 

¶ CNCF Staff: Urangua (Education Manager)  Soronzonbold,  

Tselmeg, Zagarsuren, Tegshjargal. 
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Mongolia has a population of 3 million 

people of which 34 % are under 18 years of 

age, with 27.5% in the 10-19 years range. 

These children depend on their parents, 

family and the community in developing 

and in accessing education. 

In recent years, unemployment, poverty, 

divorce, urbanization and an increase in 

crime has impacted negatively on the 

children, often resulting in their dropping 

out of school, wandering the streets and 

committing crime.   

According to some studies, the majority of 

minor crimes are pick-pocketing, 

hooliganism and robbery. It is the children 

from poor families who are committing 

these crimes. Because of this, they miss out 

on the happiness of childhood. Lacking 

access to the opportunities necessary for 

education and development, these juveniles 

rely on CNCF and look up to us for 

support.  

 

The Education Programme therefore 

provides an opportunity for these boys to 

gain an education that assists with their 

self-esteem and self worth, whilst also 

providing hope for a brighter future. 

 

 

 

 

 

During 2009, one hundred and forty three 

boys aged between fourteen and eighteen 

years attended our classes at the Boys 

Prison.  The majority of these have either 

none or limited education prior to being 

sentenced, and many boys are functionally 

illiterate on arrival.   

 

The Boys Prison Education Programme 

provides education from Grades 1 through 

to Grade 10.  Lessons are taught in 

conformity with the formal education 

curriculum laid down by the Ministry of 

Education. These subjects include reading, 

writing, arithmetic, Mongolian language 

and computer skills.  

 

CNCF teachers were able to nominate 

pupils for ñFreedom Daysò as a reward for 

academic achievement and personal 

development.  The Prison Authorities, on 

the recommendation of CNCF teachers and 

the Prison Director, deducted 1750 

Freedom Days from the boysô sentences 

resulting in about 27 fewer days per boy in 

time served.  

This school year, 63 boys were graded, and 

we had 5 with A grades, 17 with B, 35 with 

C and 6 with D.   

Eight boys successfully took a State Exam 

in the State School Number # 32 gaining a 

High School Certificate. We had 2 with A, 

two with B and 4 with C grades.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys and teachers after exams 

  

Project Overview  
 

School Year  
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CNCF teachers and prison staff held a 

small ceremony to mark the beginning of 

the new school year. 
 

 

 

All lessons start at 9:30 a.m. and finish at  

2:30 p.m. In the afternoon, teachers work 

on the pupilôs homework and other 

teaching material. Computer skills are also 

taught under supervision with limited 

access to the internet.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


