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OUR STORIES
A Bicycle Of Inspiration

Residing in a remote and poor area of Ben Tre Province is the home of 

10-year-old Thuy*. A few years ago, Thuy’s father passed away and left 

the family devastated and heart-broken with grief. Thuy’s mother 

worked hard to make ends meet and provide an education for her 

children, but recently, she was diagnosed with goitre and lumbar spon-

dylosis which has hindered much of her ability to work. The family had 

to rely on the humble income from a small grocery store and raising 

poultry in their backyard. Every day Thuy would ride her father’s 

decade-old bicycle to school. The bicycle was in bad condition and 

often broke down on Thuy’s way to school, the young girl had to carry 

on with the rest of the journey by foot, having to walk the long distance 

significantly impacted her school attendance and physical health.

The gift of a new bicycle from CNCF’s Bicycle Support Programme was 

a source of motivation enabling Thuy to continue her schooling and 

provide her mother with the peace of mind knowing that Thuy’s daily 

commute is safe. With her determination and hard work, Thuy has now 

been proudly awarded with ‘Good’ academic performance for many 

consecutive years. CNCF is immensely proud of Thuy’s achievements in 

her studies and remains inspired to continue following Thuy on her 

educational journey and providing timely support when she needs. 

*Name and identity changed for child protection

13



REPORT 2020

OUR STORIES
Not Just A Bicycle…

Thu* lives with her mother, grandmother and siblings in a small house 

made of leaves in a remote area of Hau Giang Province. Thu’s mother 

is the sole breadwinner of the family with a meagre income from her 

hired labour jobs. Thu’s grandmother suffers with ill health and her 

younger sister just turned one years old. The three-generation family’s 

financial situation was so unstable that Thu often had to catch and 

sell snails with her mother to support their daily expenses. The gift of 

a bicycle from CNCF was a relief for Thu and her family as their only 

means of transportation was an old and dangerous rowing boat.

Graduating from primary education this year, Thu is now able to safely 

commute the long distance to and from her Secondary School and 

continue her dream of becoming a teacher. The bicycle also remains 

a lifeline for Thu’s family providing them with another transport 

option making daily work less difficult. Despite her family’s hardships, 

Thu is a vivid student at school with an excellent academic 

performance. With a safe and reliable means of transportation now, 

Thu has been empowered to remain in school, further her studies and 

eventually achieve her dream of breaking the family’s generational 

cycle of poverty.

*Name and identity changed for child protection
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Testimonial from Consular Club
Vietnam  

"Attending the distribution day and meeting the children who 

were about to receive their bikes was a day that I’ll never forget. 

It was clear that this was a moment which was about to change 

these children’s lives, as well of that of their families, forever. The 

parents’ faces beamed with quiet pride and gratitude as the 

ceremony and safety briefing took place. To many people the 

Bicycle Support Programme may sound like a simple project but 

I was impressed by the effort put in by CNCF to research 

hard-to-reach communities easily overlooked by others as too 

difficult to access to ensure their support achieves the greatest 

impact. Through their longstanding network of local contacts 

and deep relationships with the authorities at all levels, CNCF are 

able to work alongside those closest to the community to 

identify families who really need the lifeline that a bicycle can 

provide. Keep up the great work CNCF."

- Mrs. Karen Gibbons, Consular Club Vietnam - 
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Mrs. Karen Gibbons representing The Consular Club
at their Bicycle Distribution Day in Hau Giang Province,
South Vietnam
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
The operational cost of the Bicycle 

Support Programme in 2020 was:

Heartfelt thanks to our kind donors who 

enable CNCF to keep this project 

operating and also to those who 

generously support with gift and time 

in-kind which enables us to keep our 

costs down.

Audit in progress at time of reporting. Our 

audits can be found at:

www.cncf.org/finance-policies/

USD $8,241
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BICYCLE SUPPORT PROGRAMME EXPENDITURES IN 2020

Description Expenditure 2020

Bicycles for children

Helmets for children

7,471

770

17

TOTAL COST 8,241



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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Your donations and support to CNCF’s Bicycle Support 

Programme not only help to provide destitute children living in 

remote locations and hard-to-reach areas with a safe mode of 

transportation that they would otherwise not have. For these 

children and young adults, a bicycle remains essential to their 

academic performance and educational attainment, whilst 

enabling families to improve their economic outcomes and 

work towards financial stability.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following 

donors: Angela O'Connor, Consular Club of Ho Chi Minh City 
(VN), Mary Daniels, Sarah Mc Loughlin and a former CNCF staff 
member for supporting the Bicycle Support Programme in 

2020, and in doing so providing our children with the 

opportunity to continue their schooling and gain necessary 

knowledge and skills for a sustainable and independent future. 
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